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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-RECTOR FOR RESEARCH, CREATION AND 

INNOVATION 

 

Building on the Université de Montréal’s national leadership in 

public health training and research, the IRSPUM is the fruit of 

concerted efforts among researchers and their teams from seven 

of the University’s faculties and schools. Working in close 

collaboration with a variety of partners in the public, private 

and community sectors, this group constitutes the largest 

critical mass of public health researchers in Canada and the 

French-speaking world. This new Institute, being both 

interdisciplinary and intersectoral, offers an outstanding potential for creating synergies of 

ideas and competencies. It offers a rare opportunity to carry out cross-cutting research aimed 

at advancing and applying public health knowledge, with the ultimate aim of responding to 

the many challenges of our time.   

 

This report describes the activities carried out between 2010 and 2012, years devoted to the 

intense work of developing and consolidating the IRSPUM. It attests to the dynamic energy 

of the Institute’s community, and to the diversity and high quality of research being 

conducted by its researchers, students and staff. An extremely promising beginning, indeed. 

 

 

 

 
 

Geneviève Tanguay 
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MESSAGE FROM THE RETIRING DIRECTOR 

 

What an exhilarating project it has been to create this Public 

Health Research Institute! Since 1946, the World Health 

Organization has defined health as “a state of complete physical, 

mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of 

disease or infirmity.” The IRSPUM embodies this vision as it 

brings together researchers from a range of very diverse 

disciplines. At the time of writing this report, these came from 

seven different faculties:  medicine, arts and sciences, nursing, 

veterinary medicine, pharmacy, education sciences and law. 

 

After passing through the era of ultra-specialization, we are discovering the attractions and 

virtues of interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research. But let’s be modest—we didn’t 

invent anything new! Already in the 17th century, Descartes wrote:  

 
“If someone seriously wishes to investigate the truth of things, he ought not to select one science 
in particular, for they are all interconnected and interdependent. He should, rather, consider 
simply how to increase the natural light of his reason, not with a view to solving this or that 
scholastic problem, but in order that his intellect should show his will what decision it ought to 
make in each of life’s contingencies. He will soon be surprised to find that he has made far greater 
progress than those who devote themselves to particular studies, and that he has achieved not 
only everything that the specialists aim at but also goals far beyond any they can hope to reach.” 

 

Indeed, the IRSPUM is a place where diverse forms of research meet and mingle to improve 

the well-being of communities:  participatory and fundamental research, qualitative and 

quantitative research, research in social sciences and in biomedical sciences, and research on 

healthcare organization and health promotion. In all of this work, particular attention is paid 

to fostering the sharing and use of knowledge.   

 

I invite you to discover, in the pages of this report, our Institute and the creative spirit that 

drives it. I also encourage you to visit our website (www.irspum.umontreal.ca) and get to 

know our researchers through video clips in which they describe their areas of expertise. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

Claude Viau  
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INTRODUCING THE IRSPUM 

The Université de Montréal Public Health Research Institute (Institut de recherche en santé 

publique de l'Université de Montréal – IRSPUM) was officially launched in April 2009. It is 

the largest group of researchers in public health working within an academic setting in 

Canada and in the French-speaking world. 

 

Following years of maturation and progressive transformation of the Interdisciplinary Health 

Research Group (GRIS – Groupe de recherche interdisciplinaire en santé), the decision was 

taken in 2008 to create a true public health research institute at the Université de Montréal. 

This was accomplished by building as well on the strengths of other groups attached to a 

variety of the University’s faculties. There is very broad consensus on the fact that the 

Université de Montréal is, in effect, the university with the largest number of researchers in 

this field in Francophone Quebec. The Université de Montréal also has the only school of 

veterinary medicine in the province. Due to emerging zoonoses, veterinary medicine has 

become an indispensible partner in public health. At the same time, the trend in Canada over 

recent years to develop public health training and research programs led to the creation of 

the Université de Montréal School of Public Health (ÉSPUM). In the Fall of 2013, this school 

became an independent faculty, maintaining close ties with the Faculty of Medicine, from 

which it originated. 

 

The field of public health is a priority area for the Université de Montréal, and this priority is 

clearly demonstrated in the financial and administrative support it provides to its Public 

Health Research Institute. The IRSPUM today is funded by the Fonds de recherche du 
Québec – Santé (FRQ-S) and by the Office of the Vice-Rector for Research, Innovation and 

Creation. 

 

More than 200 full-time or associate dynamic and world-renowned researchers are active in 

this Institute, pushing the boundaries of knowledge in order to improve our collective well-

being. They are assisted by a solid team of professionals and research technicians, and by 

students who bring their originality and energy to the development of these studies. The 

efforts of all these resources are supported by a qualified and enthusiastic staff contributing 

to a working environment that is conducive to creativity. 

 

IRSPUM – pursuing our passion for research and for the well-being of our communities! 
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HISTORY  

In the wake of the Naylor Report, which in 2003 recommended a major reform of Canada’s 

approach to the protection and promotion of public health, the Public Health Agency of 

Canada issued a call to Canadian universities, who responded by creating more than half a 

dozen schools of public health. In Quebec, the creation of the Université de Montréal School 

of Public Health (ÉSPUM) provided a context in which all the public health research 

expertise at the Université de Montréal could be gathered together into a single institute, the 

Université de Montréal Public Health Research Institute (IRSPUM).  

 

Given the increasing complexity of public health issues and the emergence of new problems 

(obesity, diabetes, mental disorders, etc.), the advancement and application of knowledge call 

for scientific programming that is holistic and interdisciplinary. Research must as well be 

grounded in the practice and decision-making arenas in order to respond to these challenges. 

The added value brought to this endeavour by the IRSPUM resides notably in the new 

synergies sparked by the coming together of a remarkable critical mass of public health 

researchers around an integrated research program. As such, the IRSPUM is a unique pole of 

excellence and attraction for researchers, students, decision-makers and practitioners 

interested in the compelling issues of public health. 

 

Founded on a long tradition of public health research, the IRSPUM encompasses a variety of 

different research groups whose acknowledged leadership ensures its international renown. 

The Interdisciplinary Health Research Group (GRIS – Groupe de recherche interdisciplinaire 
en santé), created in 1977 and funded by the Fonds de recherche du Québec – Santé (FRQ-S), 

originally included researchers from the Departments of Health Administration and of Social 

and Preventive Medicine in the Faculty of Medicine. Over the years, they were joined by 

researchers from the Department of Environmental and Occupational Health, and other 

Faculties. Following a recommendation from the FRQ–S regarding the organization of public 

health research at the Université de Montréal, the GRIS researchers took on the task in 2008 

of coordinating the transformation not only of the GRIS, but also of all the driving forces in 

public health research at the Université de Montréal, to create a true public health research 

institute.  
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The IRSPUM is thus based on research units, settings, and groups that have contributed over 

time to shaping public health research at the University. Among these are:  

 

• the GRIS, whose studies have explored health services and policies, health promotion, 

global health, environmental health and, more generally, population health; 

 

• the Research Group on Social Aspects of Health and Prevention (GRASP – Groupe de 
recherche sur les aspects sociaux de la santé et de la prévention), created in 1984, 

which analyzes social issues in the area of population health, especially in 

occupational health and safety, drugs, and substance use; 

 

• the Research Group on the Epidemiology of Zoonoses and Public Health (GREZOSP –  

Groupe de recherche en épidémiologie des zoonoses et santé publique), created in 

2003, which studies the epidemiology of zoonoses and their impact on public health; 

 

• the Léa-Roback Research Centre, created in 2004 by Université de Montréal 

researchers interested in the issue of social inequalities in health; 

 

• the Research Group on School Environments (GRES – Groupe de recherche sur les 
environnements scolaires), created in 2005, which studies the influence of schools on 

the development of students’ well-being and scholastic success; 

 

• researchers from the Ethics and Health axis of the Université de Montréal Centre for 

Ethics Research (CRÉUM – Centre de recherche en éthique de l'Université de 
Montréal); 

 

• several researchers from the Centre for Research on Policy and Social Development 

(CPDS – Centre de recherche sur les politiques et le développement social), who bring 

expertise in the analysis of public policies. 

 

Furthermore, the IRSPUM’s numerous connections with the research centres of university-

affiliated hospitals, teams, and institutes, constitute an asset for developing strong 

partnerships and thereby consolidating public health research. Finally, the IRSPUM also 

includes a number of researchers attached to important institutional partners, most notably 

Quebec’s National Institute of Public Health (INSPQ – Institut national de santé publique du 
Québec) and the Public Health Directorate for Montreal (DSP-Mtl – Direction de santé 
publique de Montréal).  
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OUR RESEARCH AREAS 

As interdisciplinary as it may be, public health research nevertheless revolves around a set of 

major areas. This section presents these five broad research anchors at the IRSPUM, as well 

as a non-exhaustive selection of examples illustrating specific topics. 

 

 

RESEARCH AREA-1: SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH 

The Social Determinants of Health 

research area fits within the context 

of the emerging new public health 

paradigm, based on a comprehensive 

view of the determinants of health, 

which strongly emphasizes the social 

determinants and social inequalities 

of health. It focuses on how social 

status, culture, living environments 

and public policies influence health 

and health inequalities, in order to 

develop effective health strategies to 

modify these determinants and 

reduce their negative impacts on 

health. The shared goals of 

researchers working in this area are 

to: gain a better understanding of the 

complex processes by which 

individuals’ social positions, living 

conditions, work and income, 

together with public policies, 

influence and connect their life 

course and health trajectories; 

identify levers for action; and develop 

effective interventions to act upon 

individual, collective and structural 

factors underlying health status and 

health inequalities. 

 
  

The achievements of this research area, which is 

made up of 19 full-time researchers, are numerous. 

The work of Kate Frohlich (Department of Social 

and Preventive Medicine), funded by CIHR and 

SSHRC, is among the most innovative and focuses 

on play as a determinant of health. The clear 

conclusion is that the effects of play on health are 

significant. However, when placed in a highly 

protected environment, children ultimately become 

less active.  

 

With funding from the SSHRC and the FRQ-SC, 

the researchers in Michel Janosz’s group (School of 

Psychoeducation) explore school environments to 

gain a better understanding of, and to intervene in, 

children’s scholastic success, mental health, and 

school adaptation. This group’s work has practical 

outcomes in elementary and high schools. 

 

The team led by Alain Marchand (School of 

Industrial Relations) consists of nine researchers 

studying occupational stress. Adopting a biopsy-

chosocial perspective, and supported by the CIHR 

and the FRQ-S, the researchers work closely with 

businesses to identify the key stressors affecting 

workers’ mental health. They also conduct 

experimental interventions and evaluate their 

effectiveness in terms of results. 
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RESEARCH AREA-2: ENVIRONMENTS AND HEALTH  

Researchers in the Environments and Health research area are interested in the biological, 

chemical and physical stressors that threaten the quality of living environments and the 

health of populations, as well as in the development of surveillance systems. 

 

The Human Toxicology axis of this 

research area has the greatest 

concentration of researchers in 

human toxicology and toxicological 

risk analysis of all Canadian 

universities. Their work involves 

assessing and characterizing levels of 

environmental contamination and the 

public’s exposure to various contami-

nants; assessing their potential 

impacts on health; and making both 

quantitative and qualitative estimates 

of the risks they present.  

 

Given that human health is 

intricately linked with the health of 

animals and ecosystems, the goal of 

researchers in the Infectious Zoonotic 

Agents axis is to understand and 

develop applications to monitor and 

control infectious zoonotic illnesses.  

 

The Health Status, Surveillance and 
Prevention axis is founded on the 

importance of knowledge about risks 

as a driver of public action. Risk is 

defined as the probability of a health 

condition (e.g. illness, trauma, death) 

occurring in a population as a 

function of temporal and spatial 

parameters.  

 

  

Among the 20 full-time researchers in this research 

area, Josée Harel (Department of Pathology and 

Microbiology in the Faculty of Veterinary 

Medicine) directs the Molecular Diagnosis 

Laboratory and the Research Group on Infectious 

Diseases of Swine (GREMIP – Groupe de recherche 
sur les maladies infectieuses du porc). Her research, 

funded by the FRQ-NT and NSERC, among others, 

involves the characterization of the zoonotic agent 

Escherichia coli, as well as the development of 

diagnostic tools and therapeutic approaches to 

prevent food-borne infectious diseases.  

 

In a recently launched collaboration funded by the 

IRSPUM’s support to new initiatives program, 

Nancy Beauregard, a researcher in the Social 

Determinants of Health MTG (School of Industrial 

Relations), and Ann Letellier (Department of 

Pathology and Microbiology in the Faculty of 

Veterinary Medicine), holder of the Research Chair 

in Meat Safety, will conduct a joint project on the 

mental health of Quebec farmers.  

 

Finally, Michèle Bouchard (Department of 

Environmental and Occupational Health) directs 

the Research Chair on Analysis and Management of 

Toxicological Risks, as well as the Xenobiotic and 

Nanoparticle Technological Analysis Unit. Her 

studies, funded by ANSES and IRSST, among 

others, are aimed at developing biomarkers of 

exposure and using toxicokinetic modeling as a tool 

for assessing exposure to environmental 

contaminants in order to better evaluate health 

risks in the population at large and in the 

workplace.  
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RESEARCH AREA-3: HEALTH SYSTEMS 

The Health Systems research area 

responds to the growing concern 

among OECD countries to align 

healthcare financing methods with 

health system objectives and to 

strengthen the links between 

organization models and manage-

ment, on one hand, and the 

optimization of clinical practices, on 

the other. This involves under-

standing changes in health policies 

and governance, and in the 

organization and management of 

health services and the health system; 

examining the impact on perfor-

mance; and identifying promising 

innovations and levers for action. The 

projects in this research area target 

four priority fields: primary care 

services, performance, population 

aging, and the labour force. 

 

The Organization and Transformation 
of Healthcare Services axis focuses on 

analyzing the healthcare system and 

the levers that can be used to 

transform the system and improve 

performance. 

 

The Clinical Practices and Healthcare 
Management axis studies strategies 

for optimizing clinical practices and 

care management models in order to 

achieve the best outcomes for patients 

and for the healthcare system. 

 

 

  

The achievements of the 20 researchers who make 

up this research area attest to a long tradition of 

research. Setting the foundations for the ÉGIPSS 

(Global and integrated evaluation of health systems’ 

performance - Évaluation globale et intégrée de la 
performance des systèmes de santé) model and 

system of evaluation implemented with funding 

from CIHR, WHO, and various public 

organizations in Quebec’s health system, the 

researchers in the Université de Montréal 

Observatory on Health System Performance 

(OPOSSUM – Observatoire sur la performance des 
systèmes de santé de l'Université de Montréal) 
(François Champagne, Department of Health 

Administration, seven researchers) have been active 

for more than 20 years in evaluating the 

performance of healthcare organizations and 

systems. Their work, upon which the PATH system 

adopted by WHO-Europe is based, consolidated 

and transformed evaluation processes in this field in 

Quebec, in Canada and internationally.  

 

Building on collaboration among researchers from 

McGill University and the universities of Laval, 

Sherbrooke and Montreal, a team (François Béland, 

Department of Health Administration, 15 

researchers) is carrying out a project entitled 

Frailty: a longitudinal study of its expressions 

(FRéLE – Fragilité : Étude longitudinale de ses 
expressions), funded by CIHR and the MSSS, which 

examines the relationships between frailty, service 

utilization and healthcare costs among the elderly. 

They are particularly interested in the role of 

family medicine groups in the configuration of 

service utilization by the fragile elderly. The 

validity of the notion of frailty is studied using an 

innovative modeling of the geriatric syndrome, and 

by looking at the durability of the theoretical 

structure of frailty over time and the reliability of 

transitions between different states of frailty. 
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RESEARCH AREA-4: GLOBAL HEALTH 

Global health is a field of research 

and practice that is focused on 

improving health and achieving 

equity from a global perspective. As 

people, goods, and ideas become 

increasingly inter-connected, we are 

also witnessing the globalization of 

environments, life-styles and, of 

course, major health challenges. 

Recent animal epidemic diseases and 

the geographic dispersion of both 

communicable and non-

communicable diseases that were 

previously confined to particular 

climates or regions are expressions of 

this phenomenon and of the need to 

address them with transnational 

solutions.  

 

Operating within this perspective, 

the Global Health research area is 

one of the leading groups of global 

health experts in Canada. 

Researchers in this group establish 

partnerships with researchers in low- 

and middle-income countries to find 

solutions to population health issues. 

They are particularly involved in 

identifying health needs, conducting etiological research, and evaluating interventions. They 

study a variety of subjects, among which are the health inequalities between countries in the 

northern and southern hemispheres, priority health concerns (e.g. HIV-AIDS, maternal 

mortality), healthcare services, and improvement of the health of vulnerable populations. 

Their objective is to produce knowledge that can be useful in developing and implementing 

public policy and equitable health policies, by working in close collaboration with 

institutions in Southern regions and strengthening their capacities. Most of their work is 

conducted in developing countries in Africa and Asia, as well as in Central and Latin 

America. 

 

 

  

The Global Health research area consists of seven 

full-time researchers. The team working on the  

International Mobility in Aging Study, funded by 

CIHR (Maria Victoria Zunzunegui, Department of 

Social and Preventive Medicine, 11 researchers), is 

exploring the factors that increase the risk of loss of 

mobility among the elderly. This six-year 

longitudinal study is being conducted in Albania, 

Brazil, Colombia, Quebec and Ontario. 

 

The TRANSNUT program (Hélène Delisle, 

Department of Nutrition, WHO Collaborating 

Centre) is studying the nutritional transition and 

the double burden of malnutrition that it entails in 

low-income countries, that is, the co-existence of 

disorders due to nutritional deficiencies and others 

related to overeating, such as obesity and diabetes.  

 

The teams of Thomas LeGrand and Barthelemy 

Kuate Defo (Department of Demography), funded 

by CIHR and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

are studying adolescent sexuality, fertility, and their 

consequences in terms of demographic dividends, 

as well as the epidemiological transition in Africa. 

These phenomena are undergoing profound change 

and are shaping the current and future health status 

of several million persons.  
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RESEARCH AREA-5: FROM KNOWLEDGE TO ACTION 

Researchers in the From Knowledge 
to Action research area develop 

knowledge on processes and tools 

that can foster the use of public 

health research results, so that, in 

strengthening the ties between 

research, practice and decision-

making, research can have a greater 

impact on the other two arenas.  

 

In the Promoting Knowledge 
Translation and Exchange axis, re-

searchers explore themes related to 

knowledge use and transfer with the 

ultimate aim of improving population 

health.  

 

The Evaluation and Development of 
Interventions axis is the largest inter-

disciplinary group of researchers in 

Canada specializing in the field of 

intervention evaluation. The work of 

this axis involves developing models 

and methods for systematic eval-

uation of interventions that will 

enable the different stakeholders 

involved to form judgments that can 

lead to action. 

 

The Policy and Ethics axis focuses on analyzing social and policy processes that structure the 

development, evolution and implementation of health policies and public policies, taking 

into consideration the ethical foundations and implications of initiatives that arise from these 

policies. 

 

 

  

Among the 14 full-time researchers who make up 

this research area, Bryn Williams-Jones 

(Department of Social and Preventive Medicine) 

and Pascale Lehoux, holder of the Canada Research 

Chair on Health Innovations (Department of 

Health Administration), have been developing 

innovative knowledge transfer strategies funded by 

CIHR and the IRSPUM, among others. These 

strategies have been used to explore current topical 

issues (medical innovations, biotechnologies, 

conflicts of interest, etc.) from an interdisciplinary 

perspective. These projects involve using 

multimedia infrastructures (for example, the 

Hinnovic blog, the BioéthiqueOnline journal) and 

organizing innovative activities (for example, TEDx 

Montreal Quartier Latin, Débats Ciné-Éthiques) 

that bring together researchers, professionals, and 

the public at large.  

 

The work of Louise Potvin (Department of Social 

and Preventive Medicine) deals with social 

inequalities, the measurement of neighbourhood 

impacts, and social determinants of health. Holder 

of the Canada Research Chair on Community 

Approaches to Inequalities in Healthcare, she is 

interested, among other things, in interventional 

research in health promotion, in intersectoral 

action in the socio-hygiene arena, and in 

participatory research as a space for reflexivity on 

research and intervention practices.  
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RESEARCH SUPPORT SERVICES 

Within the IRSPUM there is a dynamic information technology (IT) team made up of two 

data analysts, an IT technician, and a research technician who together carry out a variety of 

services to support research projects, manage the information technology, and generally 

provide IT assistance. 

 

This support is available for the preparation of research proposals, grant requests, and for 

data preparation. The team offers database management and analysis services to meet the 

different needs of various projects (production of databases, statistical analyses, and results 

tables). The team also develops websites and online questionnaires. They deal with all types 

of IT problems. 

 

With regard to document editing, the team is able to handle large-scale document processing 

tasks and offers editing services for different research productions. The team is involved in 

IRSPUM communications, submitting models tailored to different scientific events and 

activities. 

 

For example, the team is currently involved in a CIHR-funded project on the impacts of 

making drugs free again for beneficiaries of the Universal Drug Insurance Plan (Régis Blais, 

Department of Health Administration, five researchers). To meet their objective of 

performing detailed analyses of the utilizations of drugs, medical services and 

hospitalizations for the periods before and after the drugs were made free, the IT team had to 

link around 50 files containing millions of data, particularly on medical, pharmacy and 

hospital services, to be able to produce a variety of complex descriptive and inferential 

analyses. 

 

As part of the work on the ÉGIPSS model (Évaluation globale et intégrée de la performance 
des systèmes de santé) (François Champagne and André-Pierre Contandriopoulos, 

Department of Health Administration), the team defined complex algorithms in order to 

develop performance indicators based on information drawn from the clinical-administrative 

databases of the Québec Ministry of Health and Social Services (e.g. MED-ÉCHO, 

GESTRED). The matrices of compiled and indexed results were then used to generate graphs 

and charts, modeled representations and relational diagrams, all of which were customized 

for each of the establishments. 
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KNOWLEDGE DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES 

Since its creation, the IRSPUM has invited the public and the scientific community to more 

than 50 scientific activities. The conference entitled “Le privé dans la santé” (the private 

sector in healthcare) was organized in the fall of 2009 in association with the research group 

SOLIDAGE, the Réseau de recherche en santé des populations du Québec (RRSPQ) and the 

Canada Research Chair in Governance and Transformation of Health Organizations 

(GETOSS). The IRSPUM held bi-weekly scientific seminars throughout the fall and winter 

that were available as live broadcasts on the Institute’s website to foster wider dissemination. 

Several seminars were also organized in association with the presenters’ home Departments, 

research units hosting a guest speaker, or other organizations interested in public health. 

Fifteen international speakers thus came to present their work and reflections to researchers 

and students at the IRSPUM.  

 

At the initiative of the Ethics and Population Health axis of the RRSPQ, the IRSPUM has 

been involved since 2012 in organizing ‘Débats Ciné-Éthiques” evenings (documentary films 

followed by discussion on ethical issues). The aim of this activity is “to build a bridge 

between the academic world and the wider community, such that, on one hand, the expert is 

able to take up the challenge of talking about scientific matters in lay language and, on the 

other, interested citizens are given a forum to express and broaden their reflections on 

current ethical issues in science and health.”1  

 

The IRSPUM’s researchers, fellows and students also make the Institute and its activities 

more widely known through presentations at scientific conferences and congresses. Several 

workshops and presentations of the 78th Conference of ACFAS, held at the Université de 

Montréal in 2010, were coordinated by IRSPUM researchers. At that conference, a special 

activity entitled “Je cherche, tu valorises, elle médiatise, nous recevons et changeons! Quand 
la valorisation de la recherche s'affiche sur le Web” (“I do research, you transfer it, she 

publicizes it, we receive it and are transformed! When knowledge translation is taken to the 

Web”) was organized in collaboration with the Université de Montréal’s Bureau Recherche - 
Développement - Valorisation (BRDV – Office of Research, Development, and Knowledge 

Transfer) and Univalor, a technology transfer company. In this activity, a series of video 

capsules (“Forum en clip”) was presented that described knowledge transfer projects in the 

fields of social sciences and public health. 

 

 

  

                                                 
1 Promotional material on the Débats Ciné-Éthiques: 

 http://ethiquesantepop.ca/ressources/documents/les-debats-cine-ethiques-5-7 
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PROGRAMS OF SUPPORT FOR IRSPUM RESEARCHERS, FELLOWS AND 

STUDENTS 

Since its creation, the IRSPUM has awarded more than 100 student dissemination support 

grants to assist in publishing articles or presenting research results at scientific conferences. 

Nine doctoral students have received study grants, of which two were offered in association 

with the Université de Montréal Hospital Research Centre (CRCHUM). The IRSPUM also 

funded the internship of nine postdoctoral researchers, as well as three young researchers, 

two of whom are now professors at the Université de Montréal. 

 

More than a dozen research infrastructure support grants were awarded to IRSPUM 

researchers, and three research teams received start-up grants to prepare substantial funding 

requests. Finally, through its program of sponsorship for scientific activities, the IRSPUM 

supported the organization of numerous events, including the student congress of the 

Canadian Society for Epidemiology and Biostatistics, the Colloque Jean-Yves Rivard, and the 

General Meeting of the Centre de liaison sur l’intervention et la prévention psychosociales 
(CLIPP). 

 

 

 

 

 

For the list of researchers, publications and projects, see: 
 

Researchers 

http://www.medsp.umontreal.ca/IRSPUM_DB/equipe.asp  

 

Publications 

http://www.medsp.umontreal.ca/IRSPUM_DB/publications.asp  

 

Projects  

http://www.medsp.umontreal.ca/IRSPUM_DB/projets.asp  

 

Special issue on the IRSPUM, Magazine Recherche en santé, FRQ-S (March 2013): 

http://www.frqs.gouv.qc.ca/fr/publications/recherche_en_sante/pdf/no50/dossier.pdf 
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SUMMARY: 

Nombre de chercheurs 

 
Nombre d’étudiants 

 
 
 
 
Nombre de publications 

 
Subventions des chercheurs et bourses obtenues par leurs étudiants 

(en milliers de dollars) 

 

  

85

140

11Full-time Researchers

Associate Researchers

Research Fellows

236
83

134

9

222
57

64
35

Peer reviewed

Not peer reviewed

Chapter or book

Reports
21342

37
37

8 470

1 350
Grants

Scholarships
7 160

1 040

2010-2011 2011-2012 

650

23

M.Sc. & Ph.D.

Postdoctorate

558

23

Number of researchers 

226 

Number of students 

Number of publications 

Grants obtained by researchers and scholarships obtained by their students (in 

thousands of dollars) 

673 581 

378 329 

9 820 8 200 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – APRIL 1, 2010 TO MARCH 31, 2012 
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ACRONYMS 

 

ACFAS Association francophone pour le savoir 

ANSES Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de l’alimentation, de l’environnement et du travail 

BRDV Bureau Recherche – Développement – Valorisation (Université de Montréal) 

CÉDAR Comité d'étude et d'administration de la recherche (Université de Montréal) 

CIHR Canadian Institutes of Health Research 

CLIPP Centre de liaison sur l'intervention et la prévention psychosociales 

CPDS Centre de recherche sur les politiques et le développement social  

CRCHUM Centre de recherche du Centre hospitalier de l'Université de Montréal / Université de 

Montréal Hospital Research Centre 

CRÉUM Centre de recherche en éthique de l'Université de Montréal  

DSP-Mtl Direction de santé publique de Montréal 

ÉSPUM École de santé publique de l'Université de Montréal 

FÉSP Faculté des études supérieures et postdoctorales (Université de Montréal) 

FRQ-NT Fonds de recherche du Québec - Nature et technologie 

FRQ-S Fonds de recherche du Québec - Santé  

FRQ-SC Fonds de recherche du Québec - Société et culture 

GETOSS Canada Research Chair in Governance and Transformation of Health Organizations 

GRASP Groupe de recherche sur les aspects sociaux de la santé et de la prévention  

GREMIP Groupe de recherche sur les maladies infectieuses du porc 

GRES Groupe de recherche sur les environnements scolaires 

GREZOSP Groupe de recherche en épidémiologie des zoonoses et santé publique  

GRIS Groupe de recherche interdisciplinaire en santé  

INSPQ Institut national de santé publique du Québec  

IRSST Institut de recherche Robert-Sauvé en santé et en sécurité du travail  

MSSS Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux (Gouvernement du Québec) / Ministry of 

Health and Social Services 

NSERC Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada 

OECD  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

OPOSSUM Observatoire sur la performance des systèmes de santé de l'Université de Montréal 

RRSPQ Réseau de recherche en santé des populations du Québec 

SSHRC Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 

WHO World Health Organization 
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OUR LOGO 

The base in which is nestled the acronym of the Université de 

Montréal Public Health Research Institute – IRSPUM – 

represents the fertile ground of research development upon 

which the Institute rests, supported by three decades of 

existence of groups and networks of world-renowned 

researchers, active not only in academic settings but also in the 

decision-making and practice arenas. With its organic shape, 

this base suggests that discovery and innovation are generated 

by ‘outside the box’ thinking that naturally occurs when 

interdisciplinary efforts are applied to public health issues. 

 

The figure emerging from this base evokes both a flower 

growing in this fertile soil and the networking of researchers 

from a variety of disciplines made possible by the creation of the 

IRSPUM. It illustrates the exceptional potential of this extensive 

network and the strong cores of research expertise gathered 

within the Institute. Its structure, fluid and flexible, suggests the 

continuous renewal of partnerships and research expertise. 

 

The colour green, associated with 

environmental issues, reminds us of 

the strength of the links between 

the quality of the environment and 

the health of humans and animals. 

 

Symbolizing hope, this colour 

embodies the primordial mission of 

the IRSPUM, which is to develop 

new knowledge to improve 

population health. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
Contact us: 

 
Institut de recherche en santé publique 

de l'Université de Montréal (IRSPUM)  

 

Telephone: 514-343-6185 

 
Email: irspum@umontreal.ca 

Website: www.irspum.umontreal.ca 

 

 

Postal address: 

Pavillon 7101 avenue du Parc, IRSPUM 
P.O. Box 6128, Centre-ville Station 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H3C 3J7 

 

Our offices: 

7101 avenue du Parc 

Room 3187-03 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H3N 1X9 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IRSPUM 
 

A unique and stimulating 
interdisciplinary research 

environment! 

prevention, evaluation, surveilance 

toxicology 

health inequality 

zoonoses 

social determinant 

innovation 

governance, policy & ethics 

knowledge exchange 

global health 

risk environment 

care & services 


