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Thinking in systems; looking for the complex causes of population health
Identifying biologic and behavioral causes of disease has been one of the central concerns of epidemiology for the past half century. This has led to
the development of increasingly sophisticated conceptual and analytic approaches focused on the isolation of single causes of disease states.
However, the growing recognition that (a) factors at multiple levels, including biologic, behavioral, and group levels may influence health and
disease, and (b) that the interrelation among these factors often includes dynamic feedback and changes over time challenges this dominant
epidemiologic paradigm. Using examples we will discuss how this deterministic paradigm has led us down a narrow path that challenges our capacity
to meaningfully understand the complex causes of health states. Once we begin ‘thinking in systems’ we inevitably arrive at a broader public health
conceptualization of the causes of health states. This has important implications both for the science as well as for a public health policy approach
that aims to improve the health of populations.

Conférencier invité :

Dr Galea is a physician and an epidemiologist. He is the Anna Cheskis Gelman and Murray Charles Gelman Professor and Chair
of the Department of Epidemiology at the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. Dr Galea’s primary research
program seeks to uncover how determinants at multiple levels of influence—including policies, features of the social
environment, molecular, and genetic factors—jointly produce the health of urban populations. Dr Galea has published more
than 300 scientific journal articles, 50 chapters and commentaries, and 6 books. Dr Galea did his graduate training at the
University of Toronto Medical School, at the Harvard University School of Public Health, and at the Columbia University
Mailman School of Public Health. Several media outlets including The New York Times, NPR, and NBC have regularly featured
Dr Galea’s work. He was named one of TIMEmagazine’s epidemiology innovators in 2006.

Carte du campus
(http://www.umontreal.ca/plancampus/index.html)

Le lundi 3 octobre 2011, de 16h à 17h30
Pavillon Roger‐Gaudry – Salle G‐615

INSCRIPTION REQUISE

Dr. Sandro Galea

Inscription requise avant le 23 septembre:
rowena.agouri@umontreal.ca 
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